
GOLDEN DAYS FOR FENLAND 

round 2  
(The Indies – plus one or two others - In East Anglia during the late 60s) 

 

 

4) The Story So Far 

In Round One we looked at International Promotions’ Indie offerings across the 

Fens, notably in March and Kings Lynn. In Lynn they competed with Dale Martin 

Promotions, and we’ll look at some of DMP’s shows later. Right now, we’re off to 

Downham Market (and a sneaky peak at Fakenham, Diss and Swaffham) where 

Trans World Promotions flew the flag for the Indies …. 

5) Downham Market’s Town Hall 

The Town Hall in Downham Market was very much the centre of things in the late 

sixties and early seventies. Now there’s a debate about how to use it because it’s 

“not making any money.” It had been built by public subscription in 1887 to mark 

Queen Victoria’s Jubilee. As far as wrestling was concerned it was compact but large 

enough to allow for a good grappling atmosphere. 



It wasn’t the size of hall (R) to interest the likes 

of Dale Martin Promotions, but if it ran at near 

capacity indie promoters could more than 

wash their face with the takings. 

It’s also worth noting that quite a few wrestlers 

lived in and around Norfolk, including one 

Terry Goodrum, who was just cutting his teeth 

with the wrestling game in the mid to late sixties, 

but was to become quite a controversial character in rings up and 

down the country over the following decade. 

This is from the Kings Lynn News and Advertiser in the late sixties, probably 1968: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was never clear to me if Terry Goodrum (or 

   Tiger-Kid White, or Kib White, Don Kovacs, or 

    even Sandor  Kovacs as he would later style 

    himself) actually ran Trans World Promotions, but 

   he must, surely, at the very least have been the 

   booker – as he appeared in virtually every show! 

   He certainly took his skills forward in the following

   decades with Cape  Promotions before achieving 

   notoriety in his King Kendo dealings with his mate, 

   Bill Clark. 



6) The Downham Bills 

Terry is no longer with us. He was married to Margaret who wrestled as Saucy Suzie 

Parkin, and he became a real tearaway in his Downham days, wrestling, of course, 

as the local boy. He was a terrific worker, had amazing stamina and wasn’t averse to 

taking the hood every now and again! His 

name is somewhat ubiquitous when 

trawling through the matches at Downham. 

Trans World advertised their shows in the 

local papers, although some of their 

posters and programmes had a bit of a   

d-i-y to look to them. We’ll go through a 

few: 

Not a bad opener, this one (R). The 

Ghoul was always a draw. (I often 

thought a Ghoul Diet Plan would sell 

well, as he appeared to gain and lose up 

to three stones from week to week!) We 

will also come across appearances from 

the mysterious Tiny De-Mann who was 

clearly Ghoul-ish without the hood. 

Once again we meet the conundrum 

regarding the question of ex-suicide 

pilots’ ability to carry on performing! 

 

If memory serves, the 

White Angel (L) in 

show two was Ric 

Charles’ son, Mick 

LaRoach, who 

would also crop up 

bare-faced at 

Downham. Mick 

was another good 

worker. For show 

three I wrote a 

quick preview 

(R) for the local 

paper to whip 

up interest : 



Trans World made 

the most of a very 

small roster of 

wrestlers, using 

every 

permutation 

possible. And 

Chick Rolfe 

(R)(switched 

as coming 

from New 

Zealand and 

now from Downham Market, 

although I think he came from 

March!) did become a firm 

favourite and earned his money 

often facing the Ghoul (as well as Tiny De-Mann!) 

Downham shows lacked the big names and Trans World 

found it difficult to fill 

the hall, although 

they didn’t do a bad 

job given the 

number of 

performers who 

appeared to be on 

almost every bill!  

 

 

 

But 

they were good 

performers. They got Bill Clark’s Poachers 

in to frighten the crowd to death with their 

gunshots, and the original Undertakers (Vince 

Apollo and Leno Larazzi) knew how to put on 

a bill-topper. But big names were needed. Call 

for Jim Lewis and the Doctor! 



 

 

 

Sadly, the Sharky Mayes vs Doctor 

Death was a bit of a no-hoper and the 

promotion did start to get a bit of a 

cheap-and-cheerful look about it. The 

poster advertising the Black Knights 

(over) didn’t help. And there’s also a 

reproduction of Roneo’d (remember 

them?) programme 

notes containing an 

‘interview’ with 

referee John 

Campbell (no 

relation) along with 

a typed bill of fayre.   

Nevertheless, 

Downham Market 

hosted some 

fabulous evenings of 

wrestling and Trans 

World can be proud 

of its achievements 

both in Downham 

and across the 

region, which we’ll 

look at next. 



 

 

7) Trans World (or at least Trans Fens!) 

A quick look, then, at one or two other halls 

Trans World took its of stable wrestlers to. Seat belts 

on to go to Swaffham, Fakenham, Brandon, Watton, 

Diss and even a quick sojourn to Kings Lynn.  

 

 



In Diss, in Norfolk, (R) they didn’t bother to go 

through the card in the advert. In actual fact the 

line-up was almost a mirror image of the July 17 

night in Downham Market. Leno Larazzi and Vince 

Apollo once again topping the bill,  Mick Collins vs 

Kib White, Peter Keen vs Billy Duke, and Brett 

Martin vs Pepe 

Lapaque (sic). A 

cosy family set-up 

indeed! 

In Brandon (L) it 

was thought the 

women alone 

would bring in the 

punters. It would seem to be a bit early for Little 

Lulu from Birmingham to be Clive Marshall’s 

daughter. Maybe there were two?  

 And Britt Vartzo is labelled as “seen on TV” 

following Anglia Television’s screening of part of 

the mixed male and female tag match from 

Wisbech Corn Exchange a few weeks before. 

Two typed notes (below) of another Fakenham 

bill and one from Watton. We now see Lord Thomas 

Rothchild and his valet Ruben 

emerging … both in solo bouts as 

well as “ganging up” for Rothchild 

battles, complete with tray and glass 

for the water! 

 

Again, the old familiar 

names, although this 

troupe of grapplers did 

earn their cash. 

They were hard workers and they kept a lot of these small halls alive. The Joints and 

Dale Martins wouldn’t venture anywhere near these venues so the crowds, although 

not immense, were loyal and grateful. They could forgive the repetition … and the 

doubling up to present “tag captains” fights. 



Trans World also ventured into Kings 

Lynn. What a hotbed of wrestling this 

town was. International Promotions, 

Dale Martin Promotions, and local 

companies like the Walks and the 

Community Centres pitched in to use 

wrestling as a fair old money-raiser. 

Here’s a community centre Garden 

fete fund-raiser which switched its 

venue to the Corn Exchange. (You 

might recognise a few names!) 

You can’t leave the Trans World story 

without a trip to the Assembly Rooms 

at Swaffham (below). Say what you 

like about Trans World they travelled 

around the Fens like 

no other 

promoter. A 

couple of 

bills for 

you. 

No prizes for guessing at least one of the top-of-the-bills. 

Yes, it’s Leno Larazzi vs Vince Apollo. There would be no 

excuses for a bad battle given the number of times these 

two climbed in the ring together, both alongside and 

opposite 

each other 

and as the 

Undertakers. 

 

 

 



 

A couple of months’ later a Black Knight returns to do battle with Terry G (Kib White). 

We’ve also got Jumbo re-appearing 

to face the Gypsy, and Vartzo vs 

Snyder to keep the female flag flying. 

 

 

So the next step through the Fens 

will take us travelling with Starr 

Promotions. The Terry Goodrum 

story is linked here, too, because as the years rolled by 

Terry teamed up with Starr Promotions’ main man to achieve some notoriety, 

outlined in the pages of Heritage, as they got together to become partners in ‘Kendo 

Crime’, which has tended to overshadow their other achievements. We will try to put 

that right … 

 

To Be Continued …. 


