
GOLDEN DAYS FOR FENLAND 

round 5  
(The Indies – plus one or two others - In East Anglia during the late 60s) 

 

 

16) The Story So Far ….. 

We’ve looked at how the Indies stamped their mark on Fenland, so now we’ll turn 

our attention to the TV boys. Dale Martin had their own stranglehold on Kings Lynn 

and Peterborough, but they weren’t the only Joint organisation going up against the 

independents. Wryton Promotions captured 

Spalding before Bill Clark’s Starr Promotions 

got going in that area. So what follows is a 

simple selection of flyers, posters, clips and 

comments to give a flavour of the ‘names’ 

that entertained the fans between TV shows 

in the Fens through the late sixties. First, 

let’s look at Spalding’s Savoy venue (R). 

 



17) The Savoy Cinema 

 

 

Wryton booked Jackie Pallo (above) 

and Les Kellett as regulars for Spalding, which gave them a bit of a problem making 

sure other bill-toppers really were going to keep the punters coming. They managed 

it very well.  



As you can see from the following adverts Wryton pulled out all the stops, making 

sure Spalding got the cream of foreign fighters – like Shozo Kobayashi and Chief 

Billy White Wolf – as well as the home-based boys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Interesting to see names like Adrian 

Street at the bottom of bills, and 

names that stretched across TV and 

Indies, like Kevin Conneally and Deep 

River. Wryton Promotions served 

Spalding well. Now let’s look at how 

well Dale Martin served Peterborough 

and Kings Lynn .. 



18) Dale Martin’s Kings of Lynn 

The first programme is from 

September 1967, and top of 

the bill is Jackie Pallo v Johnny 

Kwango, with the pre-USA Pat 

Barrett against Johnny 

Yearsley as support. Not bad, 

eh? It came to pass that Pallo 

and Kwango … and isn’t it 

great they can be billed without 

Christian names … was 

actually an annual event for 

Kings Lynn. 

Here we’ve got 1967, 1968 and 

1969 … and I guess it went on 

longer than that …. 

 

 

 

Three Kwango v Pallo’s! The September 

bill is from 1967, the May poster is 1968, 

and the December 13 Pallo v Kwango 

was the final spectacular of the sixties for 

Kings Lynn fans. 



Here’s another double meeting – 

with a difference. Joint started 

advertising Taras Bulba from Peru 

with quite a fanfare, and a frequent 

opponent was Tibor Szakacs. 

Kings Lynn was no exception and 

they topped the bill in 1967 (L). 

Fifteen months later we’re back at 

Kings Lynn and the internationally 

confused French/Dutch/Peruvian is 

back as Le Grand Vladimir (below) 

… and who is in 

the opposite 

corner? You 

guessed it. The 

great Tibor 

Szakacs. A fine 

moment captured 

with this poster 

and advert … 

 

Some 

other highlights of 1967 from Kings 

Lynn were appearances from 

Americans who really did face the 

best across the Atlantic, including Jim 

Osborne and the disappointingly out-

of-condition Crusher Verdu as well 

as Buddy Montes. And their 

opponents were no pushovers. They 

were Johnny Yearsley, Docker Don 

Stedman, and the original Outlaw. 



 

Just to prove I was there, I thought I’d show you the ticket! Now we look briefly at 

some highlights of 1968. In come Barrett and Pallo again. And Kendo arrives. It 

makes one wonder why Dale Martin kept Wisbech so starved of top talent. 
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We’ll leave 1968 with many of the old familiar names re-appearing, plus the likes 

of Professor Adi Wasser … and it’s Tibor chosen once again to step up. 
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To wind up, a very brief look at some of the highlights of 1969 from the Corn 

Exchange. 

19) Goodbye Sixties … 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So that’s it from the sixties … 

and if you like we can creep 

over the border to the 

seventies and see the first shows of 

the new decade presented to Kings Lynn 

wrestling fans. And this was, after all, the continuation of the season …. 



 

The final chapter will look at Dale Martin’s business as far as it affected 

Peterborough. The Drill Hall and Wirrina Stadium both saw action – mainly the 

Wirrina - and we’ll look at how the fans saw out the sixties there .. 

         To be continued …… 


