GOLDEN DAYS FOR FENLAND
6™ AND FINAL ROUND

(The Indies — plus one or two others - In East Anglia during the late 60s)
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20 The Story So Far ....

We’re concluding our stomp around the Fens during the Golden Years of the late
sixties and early seventies with a look primarily at Peterborough and its fine wrestling
heritage. And to tie up the loose ends we’ll throw in a few bills from other halls from
across East Anglia that deserve a mention in any Golden Years tribute ... not to
mention some hard-working performers whose contribution can also slip sadly past
the wrestling spotlight as it shines relentlessly on the Daddies and McManuses.

21 Peterborough Fans Know the Drill

Peterborough’s grappling days go back around 80 years. In the 40s, Canadian
Olympic hero Maurice Latchford, a true globetrotter and ambassador for the sport,
promoted shows at the Drill Hall in London Road.



The Drill Hall competed with the Palais in
Wentworth Road for a time in the 60s, and
shows ping-ponged between the two before
Dale Martin set up their main HQ in the
Wirrina, a spanking new stadium in the city
centre.

The Palais had been a conversion of a

garage (right) and established itself as one of
the foremost music venues of the south. It was
run by Norman Jacobs who also ran the Wisbech Corn

Exchange and the Palais hosted concerts with groups like the Moody Blues, the
Kinks, the Yardbirds and the Who.

Like so many of the halls in this series if you didn’t
catch them at the time then you're too late. The
Palais is long gone as is the Wirrina. There are
plans afoot, apparently, to convert the car park
which lies where the Wirrina stood into
University buildings.

: (""” ‘ it Interesting to note that from the Maurice
'.‘::; / _Lgtchford days a_lt the Drill Hall through to the
- G sixties and seventies there was one name that
" cropped up time after time. It was that of Master of
Ceremonies George Lawson- Peeke, whose dulcet tones

introduced so many of the Joint Promotions’ TV offerings years later.

22 Fighting Forties and Beyond ...

We go back first, then, to Maurice
Latchford (right) who dished up the first big
bills to hit Peterborough. He went from the
forties and through to the fifties before
returning home to Canada where he
carried on promoting. 3

It's strange to see names like Mick
McManus and Johnny Kwango gracing bills from the
forties. But they did. McManus faced Vic Coleman and Kwango
went in against Sonny Wallis.

But our concentration is on the sixties, and the Palais starts to come into its own.
Dale Martin is the delivery company, and it didn’t stint on quality in those mid-60s
days. The names that graced the posters and flyers were the names that were to
become the names that would be headliners in the Golden Years history books.



By 1968 Thursday nights at the Palais had switched to become Thursday nights at
the Drill Hall. But not before the indies stuck their oar in. There were not many halls
that were home to both indies and Dale Martin, but for a short time the Drill Hall did

become one such hall.



Here is a report | wrote for the
Peterborough Evening
Telegraph on Jack Taylor's
International Promotions event
at the Drill Hall in April 1967.
He really pulled out the stops
for this one. He had a local tag
team in with Adolf Dabrowski
(below), and for the bill-topper
he got Shirley Crabtree and
the Ghoul, a bout which ended
in mayhem and a double
disqualification.

There’s also a plug for his
following presentation in which
he had billed one of his
favourite gimmick matches ...
a male and female vs male
and female tag match.
Peterborough’s councillors
were fine with that (unlike their
counterparts in Kings Lynn).

A SMALLER ‘but still sub-
stantial erowd watched Inter-
national Promotions’ second
city wrestling presentation at
London Road Drill Hall last
night — and there was no
Jack of action or thrills.

Local koys Jack Brittain
(Stamford) and Derek Perkins
(Elton) were featured in &
tag team contest which shar-
ed top billing. After an un-
ruly 27 minutes they were
declared winners over Poland’s
Adolf Dabrowski and German
Wilhelm Snyder by a dis-
qualification,

At one stage the continent-
al twosome seemed likely to
be fighting half the pecple
in the mall and dis-catisfied
with a disqualification verdict,
Rrittain and Perkins immedi-

lately issued a return match

challenge for sidestakes of
£5¢ a man.

The major heavyweight
match also ended on a dis-
qualification, but this time

1 3

23 And your winner is ... Dale Martin ...

LOCAL WRESTLERS
ISSUE CHALLENGE

both participants were given
marching orders, although
Shirley Crabtree (Halifax)
was already half way to the
dressing room by the time
the decision was announced,
after demonstrating his con-
tempt of the whole proceed-
ings by throwing both the
referee and master cf cere-
monies acress the ring. |

Awesome giant

The end came when Crab-|
tree, an awesome giant of 23
stones drove veteran masked
heavyweight the Ghoul into
a corner and a free for all
developed. At that time each
man had scored a fall, The
Ghoul taking a second round
lead, Crabiree gaining an
equaliser in the fourth.

Italian  Vincenzo Aurilio
(Caserta) defeated Australian
Tammy Hunt by the odd fall
in a heavyweight eight roun-
der and Farmer Raymond
(Clayton) carried too much
weight for young Chris Mec-
Manus (Londen).

International’s next bill cn
May 11 includes #»mixed tag
leontest in which each feam
twill consist of a male wrestler
Ipartnered by a womazn. i

Adolf Dahrowski

Eventually the battle for punters proved too much and Jack pulled out of the Drill Hall
and left it to Dale Martin, who used it as its base in the city for the next couple of
years. In March 68 the Zebra Kid returned to the Drill Hall to face Mike Marino and
Bill Robinson was also a bill-topper, as these two Evening Telegraph clips show :



WRESTLING :
And the May 68 season finale saw yet another Pallo v
Kwango match-up! (Special Note - Mike Marino beat and j SUh‘Stltute

unmasked the Zebra Kid at the Drill Hall)
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t-Night's Next
WRESTLING SENSATIONAL
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International Wrestling at this Venge on
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4 Ten Minute Rounds
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Pallo kicks the season off (now on
Honey Boy” Zimba \  Bok Kirkwood
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Ed Wensor (without the Dr Death hood) was

down 2-0 to Sean Reagan. This, and the Vines v Wall bout was a pre-cursor t

Peterborough’s first big championship
match-up of the season.
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Judo Al Hayes and Mike Marino were as firm ‘
favourites in the city as they were across the
country, and fans knew this would be a rare
‘scientific’ match — with the added ‘gravitas’ of a
championship belt. Strange we never got to see
the belt, though ....it would appear there was one
for this Mid-Heavyweight Title (see pic). Even the
choice of referee was a topic for the press!

TOP REFEREE FOR
TFHRE. CONTESE

Burly Ward, a former
wrestler from Birmingham,
will be in charge when hold-
ér Mike Marino defends his
title and the Lord Mount-
evans Gold Belt against chal-
lenger “Judo” Al Hayes from
Tondon over 15 five-minute
rounds.

Tickets for the prosramme
which starts at 8 pm have
iibeen in big demang and Wir-
- [rinae general manager Mz,
{Bryan Gee said this mornmg.
“that he is expecting one of
‘ithe stadium’s bigzest wresi-
iting attendances date. ]

MAX Ward, the official who
has handled some of the top
clashes of recent years at
Londonw’s Royal Alhert Hall

has been appointed by the
Wrestling Control Board to
referee tonight's British mid-
neasyweighle

championship




The title match lived up
to the hype ... but Al
walked away without the
belt and prepared to
cross the Atlantic where
he sealed his legacy to
become one of the very
few UK stars to make it
in the U.S. (not to
mention his mysteriously
unheralded elevation to
the House of Lords!)

We’'ll skip through the
next few bills ...

—
— —

"~ WRESTLING )

7 November 28, 145 P CHAMPION — Mike Marino wearing the British
Friday, main bouts mid-heavyweight championship belt which he de-
Two Super UEL POLMAN fends at Wirrina on Friday. This will be his seventh
Zo ERON ¥ MAN IY CZESLAW defence since winning the title nearly three years

100k CPIERCS v JOMNY UV Lo

Tickets 11/

Haggerty
upsefs
—the fans

CANADIAN wrestler Steve
Haggerty whipped Wirrina
grappling fans into a frenzy
in his chaotic bout with popu- : : -
lar West African Johnny : g
Kwango. CHALLENGER — “Judo” Al Hayes, the top heavy-

s he e weight, who also finds time to serve as a Councillor
fagai%g%‘gng g\?gdafter weak- of the Canonbury ward of Islington Borough Coun-
ening Kwango with dubious cil, and already has recognition as Southern England
moves, and during the rest champion.

eriod he repeatedly kicked
gnii punched the coloured
‘grappler in his corner.

Rwango, however, was more Then the African started te

HAYES
BIDS
FOR
TITLE

ONE of the city’s biggest
wrestling crowds of recent
seasons is expected at Wir~
rina on Friday to see Mike
Marino defend his British,
mid-heavyweight title in

. the first official champion-
i ship contest to be seen in
: Peterborough for 12 years.

Challenging the Anglo-

i Ttalilan favourite for his

crown and the Lord Moun-
tevans Gold Belt is ‘Judo’ Al
Hayes, the wrestling Council-

. lor from North London.

The eontest is over fifteen
five minute rounds and could
turn out to be quite a needle
affair. Both men prefer the
text-book style of wrestling
but will be pulling out all the
stops with the title at stake.

Always slow to get into his
stride, Hayes will be happier
the longer the contest lasts
and has become quite con-
troversial with some moves
in recent contests.

Mastery

Evergreen Marino has been
a top of the bill grappler for
more than a dozen years and
shows no sign of losing his
ring mastery. Earlier in the
year he spent eight weeks in
Japan and may scon be off
on his (ravels again for a
tour of Australia and New
Zealand.

It was late in 1966 that,
Marino beat Billy Joyce of
Wigan in the final of an open
tournament held at Sheffield
to decide the successor as
champion to Yorkshireman
Geoff Portz who had been
forced into retirement be-
cause of injury.

Subsequently he has de-
fended the crown on more
than Lalf a dozen occasions
seeing-off challengers from
top stars including Tibor
Szakacs, Johnny Allan, Danny
Lynch and Portz who has
now returned to the ring
after a year-long lay-off.

Marino will be making his
first appearance at Wirrina
but will be remembered by
city fans for his victory at
London Road Drill Hall last
year when he defeated and
unmasked the 22 stone Ameri-
can giant the Zebra Kid.

An all round sportsman
Hayes captains the Al Star
Television Wrestlers® specer
team and throughout the
Summer played in  charity
cricket matehes almost every
weekend. :

Into 1970 we go with Geoff Portz v

than capable of dealing with {match Haggerty punch for  gtave \eidor as the opener ...

1 d ¢ 1!
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After this Veidor opener, the inevitable
advert proclaiming another “coming” ...

WRESTLING

v FRIDAY, 23rd JANUARY, 1970
THE RETURN OF

- MICK McMANUS

~ PLUS FULL PROGRAMME

Then Champ Mike Marino was added to
the bill, and McManus’ opponent was
named as Alan Sargeant

YRESTLING

. 4«31‘('1 JAN[TARY
MR Moyng
S 'S

YIKE Mapr
VARIA»().

1979

We'll leave the Wirrina with a couple
more reports and a pre Christmas bill
once again featuring Jackie Pallo, this
time against Ed Wensor. Pallo was giving
a fair amount of weight away in that one
before nipping off for the Panto season.

Adrian Street and Bobby Barnes, as
Hell’s Angels, remained great crowd-
pullers ... and, boy, did the Wirrina crowd
love to hate them.

The ‘Real’ Golden Days were drawing to
an end ... and Dale Martin went monthly
instead of fortnightly, and the local paper

saw that as a significant draw-back. But let's not dwell on
dwindling crowds and TV over-exposure. Let’s celebrate the

preceding years ...
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ADRIAN Street and
Bobby Barnes. the men
who make up wrestling’s
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‘ Popular Cheshire heavy-
weight Steve Veidor takes on
lall-action Jim Hussey (Man-
ichester) in the evening's
main event and will need to
be on his toes against an
opponent who has been top-
ping northern bills for years
jandk knows every inch of the
ring.

| In a heavyweight support-
ing bout Poland’s Johnny |
Czeslaw tackles lively col-
oured campaigner Honeybo

Zimba and newcomers Mar

Rocco (Manchester) and
Peter Preston (Bradford)
meet in a middleweight bout. ]

| Preston achieved overnight |
fame after taking a verdict;
from the rtedoubtable Mick}
McManus in a televised bout |
a few years back and is one

man many of the leading
personalities take care to
avoid.

The programme is com-

leted by a tag team contest
in which the Magyars combi-
pation, Hungarians Peter
Szakacs and Kalman Gaston
meet the new pairing, York-
shire’'s Sid Cooper and Joe
Murphy of Dublin.




24 Here’s to the Halls ....and the Mighty Indies ...

In this Fen series and the Wisbech Chronicles, we’ve been to Indy strongholds like
Wisbech Corn Exchange, Wisbech Tower Hall, The Wisbech Hudson Sports Centre,
Wisbech Empire Theatre, Marcam Hall in March, March Palace Hall, Kings Lynn
Walks Stadium, Kings Lynn Corn Exchange, The Palace in Chatteris, Downham
Market Town Hall, Fakenham Corn Exchange, Diss Corn Exchange, Brandon
Cinema, Queen’s Hall in Watton, Swaffham Assembly Rooms, Holbeach WI Hall,
Whittlesey Gliderdrome, Donington Dial Hall, Dereham Sunshine Rooms, Fakenham
Corn Hall, Kettering Windmill Club, Peterborough Old Showground, Peterborough’s
Palais & Drill Hall and Joint’s heartland like the Wirrina and Spalding Savoy Theatre.

We’'ll finish, though, with a selection of DMP bills from across the region (and slightly
beyond) in towns that we haven't yet visited. These also deserve not to be forgotten.
So ... here’s to : Northampton Drill Hall, Rushden Windmill Club, Corby Civic Centre,
Littleport’s Regal Cinema and Ramsey

Gaiety Ballroom. Hope you enjoyed the ride!
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BILL TORON

: (International)
Friday, January 26th, at 7.45 pm
REGAL CINEVIA, LI TTLEPORT
b Telephone LITTLEPORT 682
7 PL;)’ED L anytime on wrestl/ing nights

See posters for fulldy wa/aom.oo' TV Stars

Dale Martin p,
wﬁrgg;{l;;;.cl.td. Present
A HEAVYWEIGHT CoONTEST
TI:E ouTLAwW versus ZARANOFF
reter Rann versys Brian Maxine
ony Borg versys Bemard Murray
A HEAVYWEIGHT CONTEST

T0S versys CHARLIE FISHER

OKINGS, REGAL BINGO CLUBxA19

JOHNNY GZESLAW versus JUDO AL. HAYES

0000006000000 W\

DALE MARTIN PROMOTIONS OF LONDON

Present
2 Al [V Al h 97 Al
wwss WIBHKSTLING ==
at the
GAIETY BALLROOM. RAMSEY
on Friday. 3th December
> Il Zoniol theRBill;

FROM POLAND S.E. MIDLANDS WELTER

WEIGHT CHAMPION

Brian Maxine versus Dick Conlow
' 1or. Srolg

_Alan Sa AL\SI_\LE,_ Ray Mcquire
JOHNRY WILLIAMS versus LEON FORTUNA

GAIETY BAL

DALE MARTINS PROMOTIONS PRESENT

BIG TIME WRESTLING

MONDAY, JANUARY 8th, 1968
7 for 7.45 pm

Special Challenge Clash:
JOHNNY CZESLAW V.
THE WILD MAN

CHRIS DALEY v. LEN HURST
KALMAN CASTON v. IVAN PENZECOFF

INTERNATIONAL HEAVYWEIGHT CONTEST
BILL TORONTOS V.
HONEY BOY ZIMBA

Prices: 12/6, 10/6, 8/-. Standing 6/- & 5/-.
For advance tickets phone Gaiety Ballroom Ramsey 3370.
C

A5

Doors open 7 o'clock for 7.45. Price of admission 12 6. 106, 8/=, 6/6.
For advance tickets ring the GAIETY BALLROOM Ramsey 3370
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_Prioes 12/6, 10/6, 8/-, 6/- and 5/-. Advance ticke
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DALE MARTIN PROMOTIONS

BIG TIME WRESTLING

GAIETY BALLROOM,
HIGH STREET, RAMSEY.
Wednesday, 25th October

Doors open 7 pm — commences 7.45 pm
Heavyweight Clash of TV Stars:
ALBERT HALL TROPHY WINNER

STEVE VEIDOR v JOHNNY YEARSLEY,
JULIAN MORICE v CHRIS BAILEY
PASQUALE SALVO v BRIAN MAXINE
PLUS Light Heavyweight Contest
JOHNNY KWANGO v AL FONTAYNE

Gaiety Ballroom, Ramsey. Telephone Ramsey 3370

STLING
GAIETY BALLROOM, RAM
. :TMONDA , 2Tth NOVEMBER

CH
NT — TAG MAT
MAIN EVE Televisions fabulous

CORTEZ BROTHERS

versus
K COWLAN
ZOLTAN BOSCICK and DICK U000

Y WILLIAMS
:meu PETER SZAKACS
Heavyweight clash
BOB “‘m‘“oo?e.sus i
DOCKER DON STEA'

versus

versus

Prices 12/6, 10¥6 and 8/<

: A
Standing 6/-and 5 on sale
Advance tucketsRm"’s 3370

Martin Campbell 2020




