The story of the BBC documentary

“Grapples, Grunts and Grannies,
When Grappling Was Golden.”



The years flash by and it's quite a while since a BBC producer got in touch and invited us
to Bristol to help with a documentary they were planning. Naturally we built up the
programme on our Heritage website and our members joined in the fun.

Throughout 2012 Wrestling Heritage shared its extensive resources with BBC 4 with the
sole aim of producing a television documentary that faithfully recorded the development of
professional wrestling in Britain to the point that, through the sixties, it was the most
popular indoor spectator sport in the country. Many of you will have seen documentaries
and news items in recent years that consider only the later period that already constituted
the decline of British wrestling. We are proud to have made this important impact time-
wise.

Transmission of "Timeshift: Wrestling" promised to be the most informative and
comprehensive British Wrestling documentary yet made. On Heritage we previewed some
of the show's content with our loyal Members.

The big news was that the tireless researchers at the BBC managed to track down the
entire film of the 1962 epic between Jackie Pallo and Mick McManus. As a result, their
long-running feud is covered in some detail and a major parallel feature appeared on
Wrestling Heritage.

The programme included [nterviews with celebrity fans, authors, promoters and popular
sixties and seventies wrestlers including Johnny Kincaid and Adrian Street, as well as an
appearance by Kendo Nagasaki.

We had the utmost respect and thanks to the programme's indefatiguable director who
quickly became hooked, then knowledgable, then intrigued and as curious as many of us
to explore wrestling's mysteries.

Access to the pre, during and after discussion of the show by expert Heritage Members
and casual fans alike featured prominently on the Talk Wrestling forum. All are very
welcome.



Wrestling's Golden Age:

Grapples, Grunts and Grannies

Will be broadcast on Thursday 13th December at 2100 on BBC

The Heritage
build-up to the
broadcast began
weeks before
transmission date,
with daily contact
between the site
and the Director
enabling us to
know how the
programme
developed.

Wrestling Henitage regards "Wrestling’s Golden Age: Grapple, Grunts and Grannies” as the
bizgest new contribution to the Herstage Years of E;:t:slmteatlmg since the launch of
Wrestling Hentage itself and celebrates the screening on a grand scale with the following
articles.

Exclusive Countdown Previews

Watch the Wrestling Heritage Home Page in the run up to the first screening of "4G" as we
take you exclusively behind the scenes and preview the show's contents.

Lool: out for the BEC Radio preview of "4G" as advertised in our Talk Wrestling forum.

Specially developed all-new and related articles
* A new Timeshift related A-Z entry

* New Timeshift related Ring Leader features.

* The Greatest Rivalry of all time.

* A new two part Hentage Countdown

* A new Timeshuft related Armchair Corner entry.

Timeshift night additions -
* The Shining Star you have been watting for
* Bumper New Wrestling Hentage Countdown

Related Wrestling Heritage Articles
* Kinky Goings On

* Glitter, Glam Rock and a Forearm Smash
* Wrestling's Princess Kate

* The Other S1de of Wrestling

* Unravelling the Strings of the Mask

Screening after Timeshift
* Concluding The Greatest Feud of All Time

Scroll sideways for full details of each Timeshift preview

PLUS + PLUS + PLUS

The BBC are interested in the expert feedbaclk on the show from Wrestling Heritage
Members. Comments made in the related forom thread will be viewed also by people
outside wrestling so please make your best focused comments according to the vsual
Henitage gmdelines (no distractions to other sites or requests for emails), and use your best
English to ensure Wrestling Heritage Members, representatrve of fans at large, are viewed
in the best light possible. The Director of "Timeshift: Wrestling" has indicated she will
participate 1 the related forum topic to answer questions as far as possible whalst always
respecting the necessary privacy and BBC regulations. We hope not to have to delete any
comments made in the forum and are sure of Members' discretion.




Wrestling's | |
Golden Agev Grapples, Grunts & Grannies

At The BBC

In the summer and autumn of 2012
Hack and Anglo Italian worked with the
production team at BBC Bristol of the
Timeshift documentary , “When
AGrappling Was Golden.”.

Our involvement with Timeshift began
early in 2012 when we were contacted
by BBC Director Linda Sands. Linda
; was surprised by the popularity of the
& _ Wrestling Heritage website and was
]explorlng ways of satisfying this interest
through the production of a
documentary for the BBC series,
Timeshift.

Sport or spectacle, and where, when and why the balance tips from one to the other, that
was the quest of the Timeshift team.

Almost daily telephone contact and
worklng with the production team in
Bristol ensured the interests of
Heritage members were well

represented in the programme.

Resources and memorabilia were
loaned to the production company. We
didn’t like everything about the finished
product, but we did have a positive
~_impact on drawing the subject matter
ssaway from the initially planned 1980s to
the decades that preceded it.

Research and interviews took place
around the country, and even across to the United States at one stage, before three weeks
were spent editing into a finalised product.

Following a postponement of the planned for broadcast date “The Golden Age of
Wrestling: Grapples, Grunts and Grannies” was finally broadcast on BBC 4 on Thursday
13th December at 9.00pm.



The
Countdown
Begins....

In the three weeks
leading up to the
broadcast
Wrestling Heritage
launched new
items that related
to the programme.

Launched in the
Series/Rivalry
section members
were treated to an
in-depth three part
documentation of
the greatest rivalry
in wrestling.

EXCLUSIVE TO WRESTLING
HERITAGE!!!!

WEESTLING HERITAGE PEOUDLY PEESENTS

£

Jackie

Pallo
restling’'s Greatest Feud

It was without doubt the greatest wrestling feud ever. anywhere. and it all started in
April 1962 at Wembley.

For years the rivalry of Mick McManus and Jackie Pallo demonstrated the strategic
planning of British promaters at their best.

Mo _opportunity was missed for these two London rivals to create the heat for the
match that everyone wanted to see.

Sixtv vears later we invite vou to read the full story of this rivalry to end all rivalries.

In three parts_launching now as part of our preview season for Wrestling's Golden
Age: Grapples. Grunts and Grannies. Join us now for part one of

Mick

McManus
v
Jackie

Pallo

Wrestling's Greatest Feud




The Countdown Continued

Each week we would rush for the TV magazine to find out who
would be on the following week's wrestling show.

Most weeks we were content, or had to be, with a listing of that
week's contests, but some weeks we would be treated to match
previews or articles about the wrestling and the wrestlers.

Adrian Street is one of the featured wrestlers in the BBC
Timeshift documentary, "Grapples, Grunts and Grannies."

By 1969 Adrian had been a television regular for six years and
was ready to take the mantel from Mr TV Pallo as televisions
most flamboyant character. Let’s face it Pallo was decidedly
black and white in comparison with the multi-coloured Street on
the new colour televisions that were leisurely entering the nations homes.

In our latest addition to the Ring Leaders series we invite you to read the tv magazine's
previews to two of Adrian's televised contests, in 1969 and 1972.

RING
E<¥MADRIAN STREET
LEADERS

MUSA THE TURK

We admit we were surprised to hear that Musa the
Turk was to feature in Grapples, Grunts and
Grannies. A decent enough worker on Dale Martin
bills of the 1960s, but not exactly a household
name.

But then Musa was involved in another of
wrestling's double crosses, one of those nights
when the promoter cried, "Hey, what's going on
here?"

What was going on?

Was this a case of an up and coming wrestler
getting a bit uppity?

Or was it part of the bigger world of politics in the
1960s wrestling scene?

One of the protaganists will be appearing on
Timeshift, and we look forward to hearing what he
has to say.



to answer that question.

"Greetings grapple fans, and welcome to the
Brent Town Hall....King Georges
Hall....Barrow Town Hall..."

Each week the wrestling halls of Britain
invited the armchair fans to join them at
ringside.

Thanks to the miracle of television places
such as the Lime Grove Baths, Victoria Hall,
Trowell and Shoreditch Town Hall became
household names.

One question posed by readers of Wrestling
Heritage has been which venue was seen
most frequently on ITV wrestling?

Using all the available data we are now able

Greetings grapple fans, and welcome to the Top 20 TV Venues

& GRANNIES
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The BBC produces its first ever wrestling
poster!

And what a job!

At this point we introduce Wrestling Heritage
Members to Linda Sands, the brain and
determination behind the whole show, and
now an enthusiastic fan herself, complete
with views, theories and curiosities all her
wn.

o

Linda is watching the forum, so time now to
address any direct questions to her, or, if you
feel more appropriate, after the show's
transmission.

Well, we asked you yesterday in the forum
about Doctor Whooo? The cat is now well
and truly out of the tardis.

Well done Ken on guessing correctly.
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1 'Sh _ shows in the 1930s, at The Blackfriars Ring and

e el B et | ScWhere in London where he saw Bert Assirati, Tony

b itz extensive resomrces wiath

1'13"3_&_1 w{ilm thféﬂtwlet;iﬂtlﬁgwiﬂg 2 Mancelli, Black Butcher Johnson and other legendary
he development of professional wrestling ingCINICS SERAUER (]

Britain t‘;:: the point that, through the sixhes,

ht  most 1ndoor ctat noTtl . ' . . ags . .
et v sl semagl el 4 2| i Fan's dad was full of stories about visiting villains
ﬁﬂ?;lﬂuﬁnfmqﬁ et from ‘the north’ including Jack Pye, famed for using the
already constituted the decline p:i!"ﬂB:iti_ second’s metal bucket as a weapon, and exotic foreign
- P e TR SRS \Wrestlers like the Terrible Turk, who would get up to all

i ant impact time-wise. . . \
port P kinds of skulduggery behind the referee’s back.
he howr-leng docomentary promises to be
he most 1 ative amd comprehensive . . .
EnR e e st Sl \\/nen he watched televised wrestling his dad would react

U H—— e (0 every hold and move with a wide range of facial -
ST R T S LRIl oxpressions and involuntary movements. It was as if he
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e R T Y measure. The most memorable of his expressions was a
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pnd Mick McMams. As a result, thetr lang His eqthus!asm for, and appremgtlon of, professional
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TR T e A e Heritage. Like this........
fisclosed
L T ey ey The winter of 1962/63 is often remembered for being
W A Sl ey cold for a long period. In the south the snow fell on
rear will enjay some major new inpud. ; .

e wrestlers inclodisie Jobam Boxing Day (I was at the Crystal Palace v. Millwall
zeventies wrestlers incloding Jo 7 Kincs C
and Adrian Street, as well as an appears ._.foqtball match that day: and froze) and the thaw didn't
by Kendo Nagasaki. arrive until March. But it wasn't only the cold weather that
Let us state at the onfset our respect angRld! firm in my memory from that particular winter; my

hak tnmthe _pﬁgﬂ;ﬂllsm's gﬁﬁﬁg&b had made my Christmas by giving me the BBC
“ﬁfdg‘;ablfmﬂzﬂ‘mgﬁj Byl G randstand Sport book | coveted.

as many of us to explore wrestling
ystenes. By the age of 11, | was a sports nut and devoured all the
-l il bl L B RS s pOrts books, TV and radio programmes, | could access.
more for now, but join wpe daily for o .
R i g e et ) ring that football season, | had become a regular
e e e Ll s De ctator at Stamford Bridge, to watch Chelsea FC, and
his important event in the world of yo . . .
festling Heritage. on Thursday evenings you would find me, accompanied
by my Dad, at The Wimbledon Palais watching the
greatest wrestlers of the day. Imagine my delight therefore, when | found that the BBC
Grandstand Book my Dad had given me, surprisingly contained a feature on Professional

wrestling.

Why would a book celebrating the BBC's most iconic sports programme, include a feature
about ITV's most watched sport?

You may well ask! Without further ado please read through the feature which includes the
original spelling and punctuation errors and is set out in the same small paragraphs found
in the book.



THE COUNTDOWN CONTINUED

As well as the 1962 McManus-Pallo match, programme researchers have unearthed other
classic action. Including the great Rocky Wall, in action against Roy St. Clair:

And African Witchdoctor Masambula rolling his eyes for the BBC:

You'll see greats from the past, and you'll see regular evocative signs of what wrestling
fans were like back in the Golden Days.




A Glimpse of Nagasaki

There has been much discussion on the Talk Wrestling
Forum about what really happened the first time
Kendo Nagasaki's mask ever came off on national
television when he wrestled Billy Howes.

41 vears later, Wrestling Heritage can now share with
its Members how the TV Times commented on the
bout, in its picture report at the time.

Kendo Nagasaki

RING




The Last Word
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Here's the man with the last word.

The Timeshift team travelled to Milton Keynes in
May to interview one of wrestling's most
charismatic characters, Johnny Kincaid.

One of the most exciting wrestlers of the 1960s
and beyond, Johnny Kincaid wrestled his way
around the world for three decades.

Johnny is a great storyteller and poet, and we
know the Timeshift team were thrilled by his
contribution to the programme.

So much so that it is one of Johnny's poems that
will bring the programme to its conclusion.

[
%’?, mlﬁnky Goings On

Armchair Corner

Beltless but
Bougeted

Armchair Corner

Calling The

Shots




{4s though he needed any introduction.)

Jackie Pallo is now one of the

RING

LEADERS

On the second day of 2012, a Wrestling Heritage
article was published in the bﬂi"j Mail. Apart from
stoking the BBC's interest in the magnificence of
professional wrestling, a whole new stery was
explored by the Heritage community of Members in
the Talk Wrestling forum.

Mr Guillotine - Kendo Magasaki in Ja
of aterman as a result of t
article's publication.

n was opened by
restling Heritage

With input from friends in the USA and Japan, we
pieced together the series of 1968 bouts in Japan
involving a mysterious masked British wrestler by the
name of Mr Guillotine.

Wrestling Heritage is now able to bring you this
Phc}m ot Mr Guillotine in Japanese action.  See the
orum topic for more detail.

Kendo Magasaki is one of our favourite masked men
of the 1960s, assuming centre stage following his
?g&e&m and unmasking of the great Count Bartelli in

One of the most celebrated Heritage years wrestlers
that is still alive, the Timeshift team is to be
congratulated on persuading Kendo Nagasaki to
Eart_lclpate in the programme and spending a day
Iming on location.

Here's a man who could tell us so much, but will he
reveal anything at all?

On Wrestling Heritage now
A Glimpse of Nagasaki in 1971

KENDO NAGASAKI




Mick McManus is added to
the Ring Leaders series.
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Only in professional wrestling do we enjoy such
mesmerisingly contradictory language!

By way of a lead-in to the Timeshift programme, strictly
for the uninitiated of course, we launch the final part of
our popular 2012 series on Wrestling Holds. Admittedly
this piece isn't about textbook holds but it does throw up
some uncertainties arising from Admiral Lord

Grapphn g... Mountevans rules.

Grocers... And on Thursday you'll be able to see the much
b mentioned Admiral in all his regalia in "When Wrestling
was Golden.”" Other notables to be looking out for
] = include Ski Hi Lee, Black Butcher Johnson, Banger Walsh
A““‘l“f‘s and the Reverend Michael Brookes.

Witheout doubt we proclaim her The First Lady of Wrestling, and
the cnly female to have received a tribute amongst the pages of
Wrestling Henitage. Klondyvke Kate has been a star of British
wrestling rings for more than thirty vears and iz respected by just
about everyone in the business.

Klondyle Kate iz not enly known for her exploits in the wrestling
rings of Britain and the world but also for her straight tallking.

She possesses a combination of talents and experience that made
her a natural choice for the BBC Timeshift researchers.

Klondylke Kate will be making a memorable appearance on the
programme recalling her memories of the wrestling business and
the fans that booed and jeered her on her way to wrestling success.

Eelated articles:

o Wrastling Horitage

‘S 2 Personality res{llng's
M jradelPrincess Kate
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Whilst it is 1 televizsion wsually associated
with professional wrestling in Britain the national
broadcaster, the BBC, also has a long and glorious
tradition of covering British wrestling.

The BBC televised wrestling before ITV was even
conceived. In  the vears pnior, and soon after the
second world war BBC broadcast wrestling segments
as part of their few howrs a day transmissions. It was
here that a very yvoung Mick Mchdams first took to
the mat in front of a sclitary BBC camera in May
tl:’rgil?dclu 1965 the 1311153; mda]ﬁed with mbédeiﬂlﬂf

cadcas WIes S OlCe AZAln F
two pmtmg ez actually materialised with the}l
m esible Eddie Wa:mg as commentator of shows

nghton and Sothend.

Orver the years BBC television have prodoced some
gaodquah [ WIES documentaries: The Klondyle

rothers sters of Canvaz, 50 You Want To Be
A Wrestler amongst them.

Conzequently we are not E.urjmsed that almost a
quarter of a centwry after ITV took the decision to
withdraw British wres from their schedules the

Eauﬂﬂet has again been up by good old Auntie
BC.

For Brstol baszed director, Linda Sands, and her
colleagues it was a personal journey of discovery in
which they uwncovered a few of the mysteries of
wrestling coly to find more beneath the surface and
understand why the s remains a subject that
fascinates thousands of Wrestling Heritage readers to
this day.

Eelated articles:
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Consequently we are not surprised that, almﬂst a quarter of a century after ITV took the
decision to withdraw Bt “TEET':IIIE from their
schedules, the gauntlet has agamn been taken up by
zood old Auntte BBC. For Brstol-based director.
Linda Sands, and her colleagpes it was a personal
journey of discovery in which they nncovered a few of
the mysteries of wrestling cnly fo find more beneath
the sirface and mnderstand why the spors remains a
subject that fascinates thousands of Wrestling Heritage
readers to this day.




Timeshift: The Rollcall

How many wrestling personalities did you manage to spot in the 58-minute Timeshift

programme?

We managed to identify the 100 listed below in approximate order of first appearance. But
there were more we have not yet identified, so just get in touch with the precise timing if
you want to add to the list below and get us over the ton.

Criteria for inclusion: anyone relevant to the programme (but not merely edited in
outsiders like Larry Grayson) and wrestlers seen in moving pictures as opposed to stills
(eg Doctor Death) with the exception of those whose still is discussed (Hackenschmidt and

Norman Morrell).

Kent Walton (voice)

Wild Angus

Big Daddy

Max Ward

Johnny Kincaid
Kendo Nagasaki
Joe D’Orazio
Adrian Street Esq.
Kent Walton
Jackie Mr TV Pallo
Mick McManus
Stan Stone

Charlie Fisher (voice)

Ernest Baldwin
Brian Crabtree

Man Mountain Benny Al Miquet
Black Butcher Johnson Gordon Smith

Rene Boukovac
Albert Rocky Wall
Roy St Clair

Joe Hill

Rev. Michael Brookes

Freddie Greene
Haystacks

Will Hodgson
George Gillette
Sir Peter Blake
Klondike Kate
Frank Rimer
Jeff Kaye

Pietro Cappello
Ricki Starr
Masambula

Vic Faulkner

Sammy King Nicky Monroe
Hack Johnny Kwango

Anglo Italian Billy Howes
Peter Bates Jacques Lageat
Simon Garfield Lou Marco

Georges Hackenschmidt Goldbelt Brian Maxine
King Kong Clive Myers

Tony Siano Tony Mancelli
Admiral Lord Mountevans Johnny Yearsley
James Mason Billy Two Rivers
Brian Faulkner Dave Bond
Norman Morrell Fred Downes
Steve Logan Bobby Palmer
Ted Beresford Johnny Wilson
Honey Boy Zimba
Johnny Wilson

Jon Cortez Catweazle
lan Gilmour John Harris
Peter Stewart Mick McMichael
Tibor Szakacs Jim Breaks

Linda Sands (voice only) Mike judd
Frank O’'Donnell Judo Pete Roberts

Peter Kaye Kung Fu

Colin Joynson Kid Chocolate

Dave Reese Atlantis Chronos Goth
Mark Rocco John Elijah

Steve Grey Rip Rawlinson

Yasu Fuji Norman The Butcher
Johnny Saint Sid Cooper

Charlie Fisher Big Jim Harris

Fyfe Roberton Alan Kilby

Ski Hi Lee Tony Banger Walsh
Syed Saif Shah John Curry

George E. Gillette Anaconda



Timeshift: The Highlights

Rank

Time

Citation

Screenshot

Appeal

20

Masambula
rolls his eyes

Under-televized|
but greatly

loved by the
fans, the
African

Witchdoctor

holds plenty of

screenspace in

5

decumentary,

19

13.00

Rocky Wall
scores a fall.

The
commentator's
excitement at
the fall is in
keeping with a
1024
competitive
eVenL,

A blood- The very core
lsplattered and| of Wrestling
ewildered Heritage
18 000 |- Johnny exhibited once
: [Kincaid...sells again in a
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Professional
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about his early
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1 5 300 |jto McManus v this point we
Pallo L. expecta
documentary
par excellence.
Charlie
Fisher's
introduction is
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14 2100 T;ln"l‘:?].i.'?,‘?nd and edited in.
= Jackie Palla™ Just hear and
touch the
genuine
importance of
his words.
We can't relate
to it but we
respect and
believe Sir
"My Peter Blake's
13 4100 ambition was statement. All
) to be Kendo wrestling fans
Nagasald." had and were

J:rfrfect.h'

entitled to their

0WI interests
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The

unmistakahle
"We didn't truth of Johnny
12 || 3700 | trythat Kincaid's
hard."” words gives us
all something to
ponder.
"Big Daddy All eredit to the
would become BEC Producer,
ome of the Linda Sands,
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poei. describes the
core of
professional

wrestling.




43.00

"He was good

enough to

[keep his mask|
om."

Kendo
MNagasaki's lack
of open contact
with the old boy
me twork in 2013
provides us
with an ongoing
mystery to
explore and
investigate.
Hohnny Rincaid
elegantly and
generously
rises above the
general code of
silence to
describe
Nagasakd the
wrestlerin a
way we seldom
hear.

36.00

"This is an
international
tag team
contest of 30
minutes
duration.”

Once a;ain the
professionalism
of the
professionals is
quite striking.
This ime,
Mike Judd's
magnificence
with the mike
aves the way
o excitement

to come.
The very
"Professional reason for the
wrestling had programme
6 45,00 || Pene trated and the
= every aspect challenge for
ut;H ar under 45-vear-
culture.” olds to
comprehend.
"The needle ‘ : ;
Kent Walton's
S 4.00 m::::!:dtii;aﬂ excitement is so

matches."

infections,




The BEC
sourced one of

Seeing Ski Hi our favourite
4 | 2o Lee villains, and
gave us plenty
of glimpses.
Our Top 3 Moments
Kendo
N ald's Omne for the
3 40.00 || 300ble arm purists.
suplex.
The ultimate
"Thase who accolade, The
witmessed pair wrestded
2 21.00 ALcManus and) each other over
= Pallo wrestle thirty dmes and)|
live believe it gave top value
wasn't fixed."” entertainment

every time.




No.1

Great Moments In “When Wrestling Was Golden”

13.00

"For those
whao like
professional
Wres no
explanation is
:glﬂieﬂ; for
thoze who
domn't like it,
any
explanation
would not be
acceptable."”

Aax Crabtree
sums up the
a of
professional
wrestling quite
captivatingly.




Timeshift: Anomalies

Now that the excitement of initial transmission has died down, it is time to analyse the
programme a little more carefully.

Grapples, Grunts and Grannies represents a televisual historical record, at least in part, of
the development of professional wrestling in Britain. It is likely to be viewed on DVD,
Youtube and in many different places over decades to come. Whilst acknowledging the
production team's commitment to the business and their success in making a fun and
colourful programme, we also have a duty to ensure that any errors in the show be clearly
identified and corrected. From this perspective, we now present our nit-picker's guide to
untruths, exaggerations, slips of the tongue and all manner of inaccuracies to ensure, for
posterity, that wrestling facts are recorded accurately.

Our list is a starting point and we welcome any further contributions from Members for
inclusion, to be posted in the Talk Wrestling forum Timeshift topic.

: Comments &
Time] _ Original | ~orrections ‘
Corrections

Granles as a noun doesn’t exist. Where they got this
rom the lord only kmows. A book on English
ctuation is available entitled "Eats, shoots and
eaves". Even the narrator on hiz own website has
amended the word to Grapplers.

Villains wore silver . s
0.00 capes. ¥What is this based on?

. || Grapples, Grunts and)|
Title: Grannies.

Wrestling regularly
LOD [ drew tv andiences of
16 million.

Owr grip on statistics is uncertain but we seem
cuﬂecﬁ\'ﬁﬁ? to have agreed that 16 million was possibly
a one-off peak in 1963. Regular audiences may have
peaked at § million in the mid-sixties.

This implies that wrestling hadn’t changed but
socie tt.il.-inhad.hi ]lh.is sitelc mlstaml_ﬂ}h?sse_gﬁs_ the \TE cline of
. . wres which accelerated in the eighties. No sixties
“.I,E_Bg?ﬁi?:e :: E:L':_Edg out audienc eg s would have bought into the type of dumhing
2:00 || of ste E_i th pooular | d0wn that contributed to eighties dechme. Wrestlin
- cul ru]:‘e ﬂle]%:l{ll:ll:l]e had changed even more than the modern culture had.

l;ul"!t If sixties British Professional Wrestling had, albeit
‘ improbably, retained its mystique and magnificence by
e eighties, it would undoubtedly have continued to
flourish.

Very hard to prove or disprove anything now, but this
seems to be an exaggeration.

McMhanus and Pallo
100 (|drew 22 million to one

bout.
2,00 In the right corner Wrestling had red and blue corners, even, nay,
i was Mick McManus. especially in black and white.

This imagery was lifted from Ray Reardon in snooker.
300 || MecManus’s Dracula-|| We referred to Mick’s haircut as Emperor Nero, or
) style hairdo. occasionally as Kent 'ﬁ'alt:i:. does here, as a widow’s
pe
There is no evidence for this. Their relationship may
have faltered when Pallo left Joint Promotions in 1974,
l:m:]{:lriur to then they were reliable co-workers just
like the majority of wrestlers. Each has publicly stated
6.00 |gal_lﬁlda;:;:::’ f‘};]difz';lﬁl the uﬂler']’s worth. To have generated E:lli:]l heat so
) " other successfully over 11 years it is most unlikely they didn't
: get on. The statement stems from an editorial decision,
stemming from Sir Peter's excitedly inaccurate
comment, to poriray the 1967 match as a legitimate
shoot, which it clearly wasn't.




The first official

world heavyweight Ao p
T.00 was Georges Mayhbe champion?
Hackenschmidt.
- Astonishing to hear MC Ted Beresford introduce the
12.00 Steven Logan Tron Man like this.
Will Hodgson was a
14.00 || professional wrestler Fact or fiction?
for two vears.
The blue-eve vs villain dichotomy is deseribed to the
o exclusion of techmical bouts, comedy bouts, clean
ol Lol grudge matches, and other types of match that added
variety.
17.00 ?ﬁ;l;ﬁ?[;l_n;ﬂad Stereotypical simplification that does nothing to convey
) pounding. the variety of professional wrestling matches.
The hero would . .
18.00 || usually triumph with Quite untrue, ﬂl;i-g:::?::-% order had other
a last-minute victory. P )
This presupposition is in danger of wiping out the fact
The fans didn’t care [|that the wrel:ai.ng was 50 good Ellat it was believable and
15.00 | in the end that it was ||, Ty fans had no doubts at all; and that many fans
) fixed have witnessed at least parts of certain bouts that were
T real. Fixed is a nasty superficial word that dismisses
the dangers and creativity involved.
Spoken by a youngster who may have judged wrestling
15.00 Science fiction comic 085 onwards. Sadly it seems that his comment as
. book pantomime, edited in is applicable to the Heritage vears, which it
could not be in any way, shape or form.
We are told This is the most satisfying anomaly on the list; that
33 gp || McManus v Pallo ITT || two pros’ work was so good that years later the myth
) was a shoot at the should develop that the grudge match was for real.
Roval Albert Hall. This is the attainment of every wrestler’s dream.
We can of course forgive Sir Peter’s inaccurate
. recollection of the iming of McManus v Pallo IIT after
22.00 Theilllﬁﬁﬁ“]::‘:;ta:::l ted "5 vears, but must not let his version become history.
: For the qaparazz:i—s attering accurate account, read
the Wrestling Heritage feature on the Feud.
No tv wrestler ever weighed 45 stone. At the time of
a7gp | Youhad to weigh 45 (| the World of Sport launch under discussion, 20 stones
’ stode. was considered super-heavyweight. Unhelpful
yperbole.
The technical A wholly personal and ill-informed comment at odds
27.00 wrestlers were with the opinions certainly of most Members on this
actually quite boring,. | site. How ever was this comment left in the show?
. o ‘1 g Untrue, there was room for all types, and plenty of
‘]::;E: T;[:,;:lh':;lilﬂ '\ skilful low-key wrestlers enjoyed long and successful
28.00 found their dgm's ‘I-"i'El‘E' careers and were admired by fans nationwide.
numbered Wrestling dispensed gimmicks in limited doses, not
) wholesale.
Strictly speaking this name was developed after his lasy
3100 ||Exotic Adrian Street.| tv appearance. He wrestled on tv as Adrian Street
Esquire.
31.pp || Hestartedin 1957 as | No. See his profile on Wrestling Heritage, " Glitter,
i Kid Tarzan. Glam Rock and a Forearm Smash™.
41.00 Kendo Nagasald || Read around this site for defeats at the hands of various|
i always wol. wrestlers, starting with Big John Cox in 1965,
The Outlaw
42.00 unm asked The Outlaw never unmasked.
ceremoniously.
Kendo Nagasali’s
43.00 tattoo was on his Kendo Nagasaki's tattoo was on his pate.
forehead.
Kendo Z\'agasa]ii put
44.00 hiz mask back on 6 No, it was much later. Read "The Face in the
) months after the Window" in Armchair Corner.
unmasking,
Prince Philip and T]lea%ueen never went. Prince Philip went twice
46.00 || HM The gue enused | officially but may have gone more often in a private
. to go to the Albert capacity.

Hall everv month.




Big Daddy was a very
.00 | athletic Sportsman.

This statement fails to address the real frustration with|
Big Daddy, the nature of his bouts finishing fast and
unbelievably. This is all the more frustrating because
we kmow he could wrestle and even take throws, and his
remaining televised clean bout against John Elijah
shows a variety of skills and moves.

Giant Havstacks with

£1.00 his Irish backsround,

o was portrayed as the
‘eltic villain.

Untrue.

Big Daddy v
Hayvstacks at
52.00 || Wembley Arena was
the big%est wrestling
event of the eighties.

Big Daddy v Mighty John Quinn in 1979 had been much|
Eigger, the pei of the super-heavyweight era, and a
drastic turning peint. Its fast and unsatisfactory ending
caused all subsequent challenges to be shunned by the
media at large.

No one’s ever

24.00 claimed it's the most

= sophisticated form of
entertainment.

Well we do on this site. It’s just that all too many high
brow journalists are too low In analysis to understand
the magnificent complexities of professional wrestling.

Credits
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Narrator Christopher Eccleston
Producer Linda Sands
Director Linda Sands
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