Ron Historyo goes where no man has been before
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_GRAMPIAN PROMOTIONS 1963

Presenty

WRESTL[NG

Programme for —
WEDNESDAY, I7th JULY

In TOWN HALL, DINGWALL
10-ROUND LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT
CONTEST

making & grest mase far Nimaslf In the wresting
world
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ONE of Amerim's tooghert mat men sav  Da
will make mincemeat of TURFIN
8-HOUND LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT

JACK BEAUMONT
British and Emsice lght hearveeleht shamplon

YERATA
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fBcotland’s leading contender for Che title
§-ROUND LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT
Sy MACMANUS
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VERSUS

SEAN O'SHEA
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INTERNATIONAL

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop

Having looked at Inverness where Joint promotions
had decided that it was worth a shot, | now go a
little further North. Today you could travel along a lot
of coast to the tip of Scotland along the A9, but in
the 1960's there were no bridges to get across the
Moray Firth, Cromarty Firth and The Dornoch Firth.

The big question, “
Inverness?”

Was it worth going further than

As you get to Dingwall you are now in Ross-Shire
which today is joined with Cromarty. The first bill |
come across is 1963.

The Town Hall, if you put a ring in it could probably
get 350 people in. | think two hundred plus was
what was achieved in reality.

1965 North West Promotions had a go. Jefferson,
probably one of the most tricky promoters to
advertise a fair bill with genuine known wrestlers.
He was always up to something. He got the girls up
there very early on. | wonder what Johnny Saint
thought of it all.

It looks like they must have done at least break
even.
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1966 saw Continental Matchmakers of Manchester having a go. There is a bit of
experience in there, Saint still working for the opposition and early Wild Angus, what a
great career he had. | am not entirely sure who was behind this company.

© CONTINENTAL MATCH-MAKERS Presest
BIC TIME

WRESTLING

TOWN HALL ———— DINGWALL
TUESDAY. 26th APRIL, 1966,.at 8 p.m.
Dioors open 7 pm.

T.V, STARS T.V. STARS
10 Round International Heavyweight Contesi
BRONCO JACK CASSIDY v. DUNCAN McROBERT

TV 4 Wrmting Cowper. Ton Beas’ SadTar Heai
Promanteaiy Cougrts, Ghe e Beracty rearnes sner 4
Ray = e TEBA

¥ Rewg Miotewrg Beat L s e
STEVE CANNOX JOHNX ALLAX
i'ﬂ 1?
DAVE NEWMAN MIKE JEFFRIES
Wigan) R __ 0
10 Round Specially Contracted Return Challenge Contest
THE OUTLAW v. WILD ANCUS CAMPBELL

TV Muked Sar The Wige Berrdey N2 mder ey

T Gt Do ot g, Gapiod amaamn. Surong W e A 2 S B
FOriLAR FRICEN
ADVANCE BOOKING —Sowr smg Red Newsspests Hgh 81 Dungwal To BER
Buus 5 Sal 15 B Setaieias—S00K CARLY

A little nearer Inverness | found a lone

bill, unique in it's own way in The Muir
of Ord. | presume in the middle of
summer the Curling frozen outdoor rink
or arena would not be in use. Is this
even a New Type of Venue for that
thread.

BLL" A\ strange mixture of wrestlers and hard
to say who was behind it. Why
. there???

SaxonWolf
That 1963 bill is great! "Syd" MacManus, the "TV bad man of the ring", | assume this was
Mick? Gorilla Reg Ray from the USA!

Mad Mac

As you mention TV, another factor in all this is that ITV was very much in its infancy in that
part of the world having only come on air there about 18 months previously. This would
have been somewhat of a curiosity to the locals, many of whom wouldn’t have known Syd
McManus from the real thing!
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Mad Mac
Excellent point, well made

Anglo ltalian
| feel sure it's just a complete lie. Mick wouldn't go all the way up there for the opposition -
and certainly not down the bill!

Which makes you wonder how he got away with it and what sort of anger was created by
this. Mind you, Syd was probably a no-show in any case - more reason to hate the absent
Southerner.

You seem to find an earlier start for Mitzi every week, Ron. Must have been nearly a
schoolgirl in 1965....

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop

O'Shea tried it in Ireland without any variation of the name at all, and was threatened with
legal action by Dale Martins. Might have been a couple of years later. | don't think he was
as honourable as Cape Promotions for example.

Later | think we can produce a bit of inside information on some other towns/shows up that
way.

The Curling pond is a fascinating twist for a venue, | had never heard of the Muir of Ord.

Anglo Italian
Dale Martin, perhaps.

But the punters. If it's just the name, that's one thing. But Star of TV? Some of the
spectators will have been livid - which is why | suspect the no-show as an out.

Certainly a new one for types of venue!!!

Mad Mac

Muir of Ord is a village between Inverness and Dingwall: current population is about 3000.
Little in the way of public transport (particularly on a Saturday evening) or car ownership at
that time, so | can only surmise that either Dingwall wasn’t available or it was booked
without someone having done their homework?

SaxonWolf
What year was the Muir of Ord event, Ron? | am guessing 19657

It's a Saturday night in the middle of Summer, a prime night for making money by wrestling
at a big venue, anywhere in the UK, so why would these lads travel up there? It's a seven
hour drive from Wakefield, for Reg Ray, using today's road system.
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RON HISTORYO....Time Cop
Yes 1965, not like me to not sneak the date on. If you pull up a picture of the Curling
Ponds there does not look to be any seating.

It's a very strange venue. | also wonder if it was part of a small tour, maybe a couple of
social clubs thrown in. | can't find any bills that would fit a tour to, but social clubs are very
small venues.

Anglo is so right about the treatment of the fans. Incredibly short sighted and bad for the
industry.

Mad Mac

Mr. Historyo gets a half point deducted: it's Ross-Shire, hence Dingwall-based Ross
County F.C. Notwithstanding that, were some of these possibly a “testing of the waters” to
see if it was viable to run in the Far North?

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop

Corrected thanks MM,

It caught on in Inverness so maybe it was worth a punt a bit further north.
| am going to cover as far as Tain which is about 35 miles from Inverness.
Wrestling almost everywhere in this era really amazes me.

As we go 1965 to 1966, | wonder how different North West Promotions were versus
Continental Matchmakers.

Both Manchester based, was it just a re-brand?

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop
| think the boom for wrestling was now over and for 1969 | can show you a scandalous bill
at Dingwall with some really dishonest advertising. This one beats the biscuit.

Invergordon was on the far side of the Cromarty Firth about 25 miles from Inverness. A
total mystery why in 1970, Joint Promotions would put on a bout in the Distillery Social
Club. With a gate of under 200, how could they pay 8 wrestlers and a ring crew etc.

Well just maybe they got some free drinks to take home. Anyone got any better ideas.
Also worthy of note, the minimum price of ten shillings in the social club in 1970 was equal
to the luxury price at Belle Vue in the same year. So ringside in effect was double price
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TOWN HALL INVERGORDON DISTILLERY SOCIAL AND

WRESTLING sz i

o o iRy Come And Enioy a Night of
T.V. STARS TV. STARS
mmmmﬂﬂ_'.
- WRESTLING
e g B v el T s
AR EMND LICHTWEROET CONTEST
RAY ST.JORN v ANDREAS SVANCK On FRIDAY. 2nd OCTOBER. 1970
Moot 1_gmtwe fn! CRaiagime Ange-Hlunger ar el
DOCTOR DEATH m':':mm:a_? al 8 pm. prompl.
mtrmmh'ﬂ-mmm TV s Featuring : MAL KIRK v. HONEY BOY ZIMBA
| _KLONDYKE BROTHERS RAY STEELE v. BILL ROSS
B e e A e MICK MeMICHAEL ¢ HOOKER TED HEATH
DAl snd GLYN DAVIES IOHNNY EAGLES v. JEFF KAYE

oy - g D mmmgﬁg '=v L

BHATS = s, 70 Gl e, B =
“H“w‘“m“

Admission—£1 ringside, 15/- and 10/- other seats.
v Yous AT ox e semcracviax — soox swcwi  Tiekets on sale in Club.  Members and guests only.

Tain was right up on this side of the Dornoch Firth. Some shows involving defectors from
Joint promotions. No promoter named but Adrian Street headlining.

TV WRESTLING

in THE TOWN I[IALL, TAIN
On TUESDAY 23rd JULY at 8 p
Coorsopen st 7T pm

Adrian Strec®, Esq.
TV Superster v.

lon Gilmour
{Scctiand) Briilte=l AN-Action Wreslier

Town Hell, Teln
, 17th May ot 7.30 p.m.

Doors open 645 pm.
A T.N. SPECTACULAR

ADRIAN STREET ESQ.
T.V. Super Star — Flamboyant Exuoverg

V.
ALAN MIQUET
European Middleweight Champion

DOCTOR YLD M2y OF KUNG

DEATH = ERIC TAYLOR v, KAMAKAZI v,
. | MT e ? PETER STEWART DAVE MORGAN

n-cm mru' m. A Special Ladies’ Contest

VIVACIOUS VIV MARTELL
48 - 28 - 36 Stupendous Sex Siren ¥, .
BLACKFOOT SHOUX
~ Sensatonal Red Indian Squaw
Seats «— £1 and 85p.

0
A Ross. Chemist. Tel. Tain 2000

EEATS — €1 and £5p.

Advance Donk D A Poss Chomist
l'li;lu.m Tﬁ“
1974

Alness the Averon Centre in the 1970's could hold an impressive 500 and was near
Invergordon. No Promoter but Pallo headlining with Andy Robin. But also Orig and Monty
Swan. Were they all helping each other?



WRESTLING
AVERON COMMUNITY CENTRE, ALNESS
EDNESDAY, 27th OCTOBER at 7,30 pm.

T.V. ALL-STARS *°*

WRESTLING WRESTLING

The Averon Centre, Alness The Averon Centre, Alness |
TUESDAY, Sth MARCH =t 7.30 pm TUESDAY, 9th MARCH ol 7,30 pmgo7e | |

ATV Claah ATV Clash
JACKIE ANDY JACKIE ANDY
PALLO "  ROBINS = palio “  ROBINS SCOTLAND )
Mr TV Himsall Scotland's King of the R M TV Himsait Scotland's King of the fling | JIM McXENZIE
ol Wiiarm m':"lt! BiLL _:'.'-I OrigWillers | KLONDYKE BILL |  DenayXing gase
Monty Swan | JWM MCKENZIE | Bruss MoBemsy u-h-'m M NHeKENZIE ﬁu-l:l-u

Seals—75p, £1. £1.25, on sele &l Assron Soats—75p, £1, £1.25, on sale &l Averon Centrs
1074 | :

Dalmore, another Social Club, also part of Alness

ENTERTAINMENTS

MIONDAY, 1#th MAY 1980
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING
Faaturing
Adden Streel v The Amazing Kung Fu
Jowmmy Pemance | Kid Cullan
Brisn Mcinaily v. Len konside
Alve the Girle—

Chuveltse Princese v Mol Cwt Hoggerty
Tickets svailable from the Bar—£2 50

Hack
We came across Continental Matchmakers in Dalkieth and this is what | wrote then:

"I found Continental Matchmakers promoting all over the Britain and Ireland ...
Barnoldswick, Bodmin, Chester, Coventry, Derry, Downham Market, Dublin, Dunfermline,
Frodsham, Galway, Inverness, Maesteg, Matlock, Nantwich, Stonehaven, Wilmslow,"

Many of the bills are very similar to the ones in Dalkeith, regulars Williams, O'Shea, Saint,
Flynn, St John, Swasjics, Klondyke....

Then | found the address of Continental Matchmakers. 29 Talbot Road is a six bedroom
terraced house in Fallowfield. Made me think it could be Sean O'Shea. | couldn't find who
was living at that address in 1966, can you Ron? | would put half a crown on it being a
Shaun O'Shea

Then | came across a report from the Irish Times, 26th October, 1965. The report stated
that Continental Matchakers of Manchester were planning to sue Cork Council because
they had banned a ladies match. The spokesman for Continental Matchmakers was Orig


https://heritagedocs.wixsite.com/talkwrestling/profile/hack/profile

Williams. Now I'm not aware of Orig living in Manchester. So possibly an O'Shea/Williams
collaboration, or an O'Shea business with Orig working for him.

Peter
On what basis could Cork Council be sued? Probably bluster that came to nothing

j_shelvey
Who was Syd McManus, a name we’ve discussed before? And I'm thinking Dave was
actually Mike Mahoney?

Anglo ltalian
There's a Sid Logan, too. Another who was then probably a no-show as an "unreliable
Londoner." Sid was probably code for "Sorry, InDisposed."

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop

There is an uncertainty about how well all these bills were put together, copying names,
making up names, there was no limit. | also cannot confirm exactly where O'Shea lived
and what became of him.

A little bit special are two bills in 1977 two nights running in Invergordon and Tain. Four of
the wrestlers work both nights and for sure stop over somewhere. Kellet being one of them

and Klondyke Bill. But 230 miles from Ayr is Dale Storm. Could Dale tell us more?

Michael Portillo did a series of Great Coastal Railway Journeys and Series 1 Episode 8
was Invergordon to Tain. Who was behind the Promotion of these bouts.

- The = WRESTLING

Invergordon
in the TOWN HALL, Tan 1977
w oend Recreational Club on SATURDAY. 13th AUGUST
presents aspm

PROFESSIONAL SESTSE——————
WRESTLING LES KELLETT

FRIDAY, 12th AUGUST at 7.30 p.m. KLONDYKE BILL
[ X2-Se0ne Mammott |

TOMY |
s KLOWDYEE BiLL SCARLO = RAEGER WELSH
“BAD BOY™ POBBY v. | - | Cercseae L I L canwsom |
GRAHAM STEVE TAYLOR DALE | Youwa BiLL
STORM APOLLO TURNER
DALE STORM QYPSY SALVADORE LAy ! 18 ity
. V.
YOUMG STARSKY MAX REAGER Seats — £1.26 01 anal 20p

Tickets on sade at D. A & Co., Chemust, St Tain
Tickats—£2.00 (including Cabaret and Dance) -r.:-h- Yo

Well some inside info here from Andy (Dale Storm) as Hack sent these bills to him.
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These two bills were part of a full weeks work for Orig Williams. Other venues were at
Elgin, probably Aviemore and The Corn Exchange in Edinburgh.

What took place was rather different to the bills advertised. It seems that Tony Scarlo was
not there. Young Starsky was probably Young Apollo, Gypsy Salvadore probably
Manchester's Mickey Gold. Dale was probably on with Steve Taylor and Max Reager with
Starsky.

Dale also does not recall Bobby Graham and Bruce Welsh either nor Bill Turner
Kellett was there and Orig himself would have turned out. All very fluid.

With Orig, very likely, a ladies bout would have filled it up a bit, with probably Rusty Blair
and Cherokee Princess (Gloria Payne) best guess.

The Tain show was organised by Orig whilst the Invergordon show was a Bill Money job
paid for by the Club committee. This show was at the Aluminium Smelter Place that has
gone now.

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop

Yes, a fabulous contribution from Mad Mac, | too had forgotten those early days of ITV and
the later introduction in the Grampian area. The area north of Inverness has a population
under a quarter of a million even today. Here in the North West | remember getting a
frequency booster box to receive ITV in the late 1950's. Not everybody bothered for a long
time. Such small screens too in those days of Black and white.

|HIGHLANDS FABRICATORS SPORTS AND SOCIAL cius Dalmore is part of Alness and
oaumoms necmeAnoN CoxTRE e another social club.

ENTERTAINMENTS

| finish by going back to Dingwall,
WMONDAY, THh: MAY S much later now. Familiar names
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING from the past but no longer Joint

Faatuning o men, mixed in with the girls. A lot
Adien Streei v The Amazing Kung of inflation on those bills from

oy Puabrrs : Kid Cullan
Brisn Mcinaily ,_' Lon Nonalie 1977 into the eighties.
Alpe tha Gire—
Chuorsisse Princese  v. Mol Cat Hoggerly British legion as well as the town
Ticksts available from the Bar—£2.50 hall.

To think that by the end of 1981 wrestling was finishing at the Kings Hall Belle Vue, and no
venue found to replace it, and yet here we have wrestling at Dingwall Town Hall in 1983.
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TOWN HALL, DINGWALL—THURSDAY, 17th FEBRUARY, st 7.45 pm
Top Cless WMﬂlng i mu:us'ffﬁgcf:nv; TONY NY ST. CLAIR

In THE ROSS HALL, DINGWALL TV s Mean Machine—Terific TV.'s Biond Superstar
1981
98 WEDNEADAY, S SIS, o8 § El Bondito v. Jomaica Kid
Admission—£2.50. Forca Ten fom Mesice  T'V'a Black Adonis

% ACTION ASSURED # SEE YOUR T.V. STARS LIVE #
JACKIE (Mr TV.) PALLO v.  BELFAST BRUISER T T T T = -

STEVE LOGAN ¥: NIXE RENNETE ne Princess Fast 100 Ciewse % ACTION %
CATWEAZLE v. | MAVRICE H“:M Yorins # EXCITEMENT &
BIG MOMMA HAGGERTY  v.  PAULA VALBEZ Kate BOSS WHITE 11's All Hare!
= Dynamic Blonde Bombabe | Lbntstnrs Usn
Members and Guests oaly, | Ticksin T80, on sals & Duauis Gal, Migh Bival, or puy o1 e dour
o 7t o’y e e e S
YRESTLING! WRESTLING
9ff TOWN HALL, DINGWALL |: _ THE TOWN HALL, DINGWALL
- FRIDAY, z8ta JANUARY, at 7.30 pm. THURSDAY, 25th OCTOBER at 8 pm. 1979
ANDY KING li LES KELLRTT | g
‘onlNS versuy KENDO | l Tem%m'm ! T.V. AL'!- STAls
of the Aing p— ‘ﬁ:.."‘?.}';:.,"* THE Mliﬂmmwc SCOTLAND
FOUR-MAN KhOCK—DUTTDW GIALS % QIS ® GIALS ¥  GILS
PEMStpEscmoe  sumess|  RUSTY BLAIR | CARLA SANCHEZ
Loosiwm,nminmm‘ i ! v
—— TINA snn | MISS LENA

!!lﬂ—l'll CHILDREN £1

Wreeting Federstion guiranies the appearancs of il Wresss ! Ticke!s on sale al DONATI & CO, HIGH STREET, mmwu.t, or AT THE DOOR

For me, a fascinating journey to look at all this. Sadly | have never been up in the
Highlands.

Enchanting to look on the map at the geography of all those Firths and the Culture away
from highly populated area's. No stone was left unturned, wrestling got everywhere.

Peter
It would be interesting to know if Reg Ray made mincemeat of Randolph Turpin!

Anglo ltalian

Over the years, the English wrestlers have liked to experiment with trickery in far flung
Scotland. Kellett enjoyed moonlighting there and even the great Alan Garfield decamped
north of the border when past his sell by date.

So what | also note irresistibly in these bills is the cocktail of Al Miquet, Kung Fu, Kamikaze
and lan Gilmour. We have discussed for years how they took it in turns to be under the
bonnet; some of these bills just coze doubling up. They were trying things out; seeing what
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they could later get away with in front of more knowing audiences further South (ie
everywhere else).

Hack
| imagine you're right Peter. Nothing in the article to back up the statement.

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop

Some more here from Dingwall..In 1965, was this some sort of a Joint Promotions effort at
a big outdoor stadium or has someone managed to borrow some Joint Stars. It's a big
stadium too, a capacity bigger than the town itself.

1966 Continental Matchmakers and 1968 Cape Promotions.. back at the Town Hall.

G oo i i i ™} TOWNHALL ————— DINGWALL -
WRESTL‘:}J&:;D o - : BIC TIME e Mmmm
L CROUND, DINGW : 1966 4 3
VICTORIA PARK FOOTEAL L DINGW? WRESTLING ° . WRESTLING 1968
T b it W ey b DRt Al NPTV 2 STARS & o, Muech 24k ot B . — Dosen open 7p8 ol TUESEM.amh APRIL  vow. 748 pam.
GEORGE KIDD SROUND INTERNATIONAL NEAYTWEIENT CONTIIT I's Homor Night s Unbelisvahis
e e . Shaluton o1 Th W ANGUS .  HAYSTACKS " ‘mﬁiﬂ:ﬂ}m{.‘ JAKE
The gresnisd u'l_-— teduy. whm'l:u- - "E:'uig?‘"- m“ pocs ml. -l-il:q..::-:n:l-.::nh:l badall
MK, T L N KEVIN O KENEALLY
Tha peuns sesiiess] Midgnwighy — Ges wiowsr 4Rl vary Gmsl combie Wuen dedear Cainewe America iArEghl Tier
SPECIAL LIOWT WEAVYWEISHT CONTERT BAGUND LIGHTWEISNT CONTENT  BRSUND SATCHWEISNT CHRTEIT | Rsapm in ”.Tlf.lmtlm . BUDCY WARD A
BUTCH JAMES v. BOBBY CRAHAM ANDRES SVAJICK HONEYBOY ZIKI 1 + had iakes i1 Wi Ine ring Livarbes!
: TERTviRON TR CONTERT Wiz’ - Fionailllaeling it CHINESE CHANGO v, THE ZULU
TERRY NYLANDS v. IAN GILMOUR ) mEacEmas o STEVE HANSON 1 Gimtbsere. Kurals Eigant HyBatises his BESSMLE
e Ase Bres Kish St Tysaidrs wender Sry e - Tag Team Clash ¢l The Gionly
w FTONE m.m REG RAY FETEREATIONAL §AN BATGA — Fiwr e 8 S 68 I5e F &l we Tmm;m“rmmsrm
' ZIMBA v. " Gorilla i THE JOHNNY SAINT and . .
mbw SLEERL CMEATED TEARAWAT AVENGERS *  ORIG WILLIAMS 2D ™ r-ﬂE ﬁi“!.‘hw_ o
Adranes Mosiing JOE FRASER eni's Nabrfrremer), Grasvife Plase i el e e bl e e e e B dafe - pailnersd by akaiiide — il
[ K ereline e S = VKNG JOCY CAMPRELL . TEE 0L
TME FIFE BAND WILL BE N ATTENDANCE | ADTANGE mmsktac: ﬂum': B, rl::lﬂaln. IR BUR IURIEREL - bty FH CES = I-W" 7]'5 3 Howena glani
L MW“FM‘“"“F&" :' PR BT T TR SSETSISISr — DGR BITH. h_“.m.m'm;.lﬂnllml.m

Continue the discussion
https://wrestlingheritage.forumotion.com/t206-nooks-and-
crannies-ross-shire
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