
Ron Historyo goes where no man has been before

Newquay
https://wrestlingheritage.forumotion.com/t63-nooks-and-

crannies-newquay?highlight=newquay

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop
Oct 04

I did the Wryton Outpost last time with Aberystwyth and Heritage member Peter 
commented that Newquay could also be a general Wrestling Nook and Crannie.

So maybe we have members who holidayed there and for me there is no better 
measurement than the golden years of early 1960's.

I drill in on 1963 in Newquay and ask the question, could this have been Paul Lincoln's far 
venue. I know he came north to do the Free Trade Hall in Manchester, but Newquay is 280 
miles from London.

But first, let me admit that Lincoln promoted also at The Flamingo Ballroom in Illogan, 
Redruth which was 290 miles.

I checked out Manchester Belle Vue and Liverpool Stadium for the same time period. Their 
cheaper seats up north could undercut 4 shillings here and also a top line of ten shillings 
and sixpence here, a little marked up, but probably pitched as maybe within reason.
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I am no Dr Death expert, I never saw him. I think his great year might have been 62 with 
the unmasking of White Angel and his fans will know his principle venues, often Cinema 's 
and maybe in particular deals with Chains of Cinema's.

So my choice here is different because it's 3 months of summer 1963, an outdoor venue 
and a football ground. Only 15 miles from Redruth and I wonder why. Not a Football 
League venue, and although a 5000 capacity, that was no use for wrestling. It must have 
been based round the covered stand which was pretty crude bench seating, and do we 
assume mainly standing.

Here are some words from a review that I found.

"Facilities are a bit basic with a small outdoor tea bar and an even smaller outdoor beer 
bar. Portaloos available too. A small seated area straddled the halfway line. All benches 
though so no lumber support. A length of covered terracing running the length of a half of a 
very well maintained pitch."

No reports, I am afraid, no results, which for me is not so important.

But Lincoln saw the summer out although may not have repeated the venture here.

I have 12 bills and Lincoln only gave one glimpse of Dr Death, was he winding down, why 
not a small feud or a run of destruction. Yes he chose a flagship bout with Al Hayes, then 
nothing.



Interesting for me as I spot Lee Edwards, The Flash that I found in Madras and Kid 
Zamboa who he worked with there and I also suspect the same of Basil Coulolias

Anglo Italian
Oct 04
Fascinating for me is Jacques Lageat.  As I mentioned this week, although French, one of 
the promoters of the German Tournaments.

But Jacques has really gone native.  He was on the tv bill of Pallo v McManus I in 1962, 
wrestling Billy Howes for the European title;  clearly for Dale Martins.  Here he is a year 
later probably taking the family on a summer holiday, with two appearances in Newquay.  A 
pound to a penny he was in Redruth, too.

Bakshis Singh????

The tag match has really got mangled.

Incredible to be making discoveries from plain sight 62 years on.  Well done, Ron.

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop
Oct 04
Marvellous analytical powers you have Anglo. Yes Legeat did a  show at Redruth in July, 
but also January. He also did July for Lincoln in Watford and as late as December at 
Leamington Spa and also Hackney Empire..

He also did Greenford (V Doctor Death) and the Metropolitan in January 1963

The data suggests that he came over 3 times in 63 to do January, July and December for 
Paul Lincoln.

Singh, so many of them that a Christian name can soon be changed. Don't know this one, 
but those guys I mentioned did Madras ten years earlier with quite a few Singhs.

Lincoln was supreme in finding guests to support his regulars. It kept it so fresh.

My fascination is this Football Club. Lincoln, I suspect got the rental for a song, what other 
connection did he have. The facility has nothing special to say the least.

And again, I say, was Cornwall the extreme point of Lincoln's vision.?

Why did Dr Death only do one show? 

Anglo Italian
Oct 04
You're right.  The football club were probably happy to have the grockles flooding the bar 
in the summer heat, maybe Lincoln wangled free hire.  Andy yes, Lincoln kept it so fresh;  
even Jack de Lasartesse was there.  I never had a snifter of seeing him.

Reference the Christian names of the Singhs, the obvious thought is whether Bakshis was 
The Wildman under yet another name?   But Gunga is billed on Whit Monday.



I'll answer you then:  yes, Cornwall was the farthest flung outpost of Lincoln promotions.  I 
would have expected to see Roy Bull Davis on at least one of those bills;  but no.

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop
Oct 04
At the AGM for the football club in July 63, it was reported that the club was £700 in debt 
and that proceeds from one charity evening plus the wrestling would wipe out £300 of that 
debt.

It's not clear if there was a rent or just takings from hospitality. Looks like Lincoln got it 
cheap for sure.

Decision was also made to have no pro footballers on the books.

It looks to me like the club made about £20-25 per show.

If only we knew what the gate size was. A minimum of 300 people at about 7 shillings 
average would bring in roughly £100. My guess is that this would be enough to pay the 
wrestlers. Maybe the gate was a little higher. Only me guessing though.

Anglo Italian
3d
Hi Ron

I just want to mention that other Cornish 
venue.  We always say Nagasaki didn't 
wrestle in the South in his first years, but I 
have him on 27th November 1964, in his 
second week, facing Ahmed the Turk in 
Redruth.  Do you think that was a Wryton bill 
far from home?

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop
I had missed this one as I have a bit of a 
collection for Naggers up to his unmasking of 
Bartelli.

It's a mystery because through 64, Paul 
Lincoln was still promoting, but there was a 
lull before autumn.

In 1965 it was not Joint but maybe Jack 
Taylor or some syndicate of promoters such 
as Cyril Knowles etc.

This bill sits there on it's own really.

Nothing either side of it that says Joint.

What a strange mix, nobody that Kendo 
would have trained with that I can see.



They change the spelling, but so early, would anyone want to imitate him.

I feel sure if it had of been Wryton they would have had him with Hussey, or a meet up with 
safe Marino.

I think maybe Hack is our man here.

Hack
3d
Another great find, Lincoln certainly sent his big guns to this outpost. Don't know if it's true 
but have heard that Baskish Singh was our old friend Gungar, The Wildman of Borneo.

The Joint show at the Flamingo looks like Wryton to me, absence of DM wrestlers.

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop
3d
I was wondering if Riley and Atherton.

However I have missed a few shows so this one is not on it's own.

They did five fortnightly shows at the end of 1964, but did not continue into 65.

It was a long way, not a regular outpost and probably Wryton.

Hack
3d
Not sure of the year, but 1960s and 
Wryton are listing Newquay as a regular 
venue. Aberystwyth also listed, and we 
know Wryton were there up to 1965.



Peter
2d
Hack, It is not clear if this means Newquay in Cornwall or New Quay in Ceredigion

Hack
1d 
Ceredigion is New Quay, two words

Anglo Italian
3d
I had mentioned that Bakshis was perhaps Gunga but excluded because Gunga was billed 
separately.

I suggested Wryton for that Redruth bill because they look like Wryton wrestlers.  And now 
this Wolverhampton programme lists Redruth as a "regular" Wryton venue.  That's a late 
November bill, way outside the tourist season.

I think there is much to be deduced from all this.  Even today the population of Redruth is 
only 15,000.  That was some commitment on Wryton's part to commit to regular year-
round shows so far from home in such a small place.  Lincoln was doing the same in 
Newquay, resident population 13,000 in 1963, but sensibly focusing on summer bills in the 
tourist season.

I deduce that Wryton acted based on that 1962/63 peak we are well aware of.  Business 
was booming, and they could put on shows everywhere and couldn't fail.  There was only 
a limited dose of televised wrestling, just enough to whet the appetite for a live show.

Those peak years also made ITV sit up and take notice.  In 1964 the amount of televised 
wrestling more than doubled.  I deduce that for some fans this meant they had their fill on 
the small screen and didn't need to go live.  I note that Wryton and Lincoln continued in 
1965 to plan based on 1962/63 figures but were ultimately disappointed and pulled stumps 
in some of these more costly venues.  In the case of Lincoln, the increased tv output was 
probably responsible in some way for his decision to quit while still ahead late 1965.

So I put the case that the very success of professional wrestling, showcased through the 
ITV contract, also led to the downturn from 1964 precisely due to overexposure.

If we consider a grander scale, Premier League soccer grounds remain packed because 
it's a product fans cannot see on tv.

Hack
2d
Bakshis and Gunga's billing are months apart so I don't see that as an issue. 

Just why Wryton held on to these outposts we don't know. Maybe Dale Martin's shows in 
the south were in a much more densely populated area and they may well have seen it as 
just now worthwhile sending their wrestlers on such a long journey.

There was good reason why Joint Promotions did want a presence in "the outer reaches" 
like Redruth, Newquay and Aberystwyth. Their contract with the wrestlers stated their 
workers must not work for the independents within a ten mile radius of their venues. If they 



did not put on shows in out of the way places the independents would be free to move in 
and use Joint Promotion wrestlers.

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop
2d
Well just when I thought I had expanded Wryton Territory beyond the 70 miles into the 
midlands from Manchester, through Wales with Caernarfon then Aberystwyth, we now 
have Wryton in Cornwall. Redruth, a few shows, Newquay, it's on that list, but how often.

It just shows that I knew nothing, always learning.

Could I speculate that certain wrestlers had roles with Wryton, well we know that for sure. 
But in the case of Cornwall, I wonder if Francis Gregory had a hand in it all.

Wikipedia have Francis Gregory wrong with 1904 birth. It's 1910. 

More St Wenn than Redruth if the census can be trusted. Although he played Rugby for 
Redruth.

Anglo Italian
2d
Wasn't there a northern promoter who ran shows in Bognor Regis?

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop
2d
All my bills are either Dales or Lincoln.

Hack
2d
1963, only to Anglo Italian could this promoter be a northerner



RON HISTORYO....Time Cop
2d
I did not find much in 1964, I did wonder if these saints were Johnny saint and Partner.

Of course a new venue too. An early girls match.

Earlier in 1964, I could say, Who the Hell were these Guys.



Anglo Italian
2d
Scoff at your peril, Time Cop.  I'll root out that northerner promoting in Bognor.  Definitely 
from north of Tunbridge Wells.

And now you've been and gone and done it again....you've thrown a Zarpa into the works. 
Zarpa on a Lincoln bill?

Fair play to you, though, you've won the ITV 7 there:  a February 1964 bill where "we" 
don't know any of the wrestlers.  Must have caught the eye of Paul Lincoln to muscle them 
out the following year.

It was all going on in 1964 promoters' offices.  Wrestling being included in World of Sport 
must have been more influential than we have realised so far.

bkendo1
1h
The cowboy on holiday using two joint wrestlers one not bothering with a name change 
and a trip out for the man from Delmonte.

The Ost
56m
Redruth is an interesting one.

In 1958 FSCG is refereeing or appearing on most bills, so likely he was involved in 
promoting there. Bills have a touch of the Wryton to them and Conroy referees some of the 
shows. 

1959 they have an independent look, Kidd, Capelli, Big Boy Scott et al.

1961 the bills are all over the place, I have a programme but it makes no note of promoter.

Early 1962 looks like Dale Martin. Not their top tier bills.

Anglo Italian
That's the kind of research I love, The Ost.

We know FSCG lived in Manchester so no surprise about his links there.  And Kidd was 
always there, in and out of the development of Paul Lincoln Promotions.

Sometimes we look back and look for clear cut dates.

But we see the JP promoters manoeuvring for 7 years before it all settled down in 1953.

Lincoln was clearly dabbling with promoting late fifties;  Hunter maintained a foot in both 
camps. DM and PL.  Only by late 1961 had Lincoln really taken off and were wrestlers 
forced, or able, to make a choice as to which promoter to work for.

And recently we have been puzzled by Pallo's 1974, in and out of JP while simultaneously 
setting up his promotion.   



These must have been huge and nerve-wracking investments for these guys, trying to 
trust wrestlers etc in a business where trust wasn't always guaranteed.  It's no surprise 
that these promoters took years to settle down into the successful business we know.

With lots of mysterious skulduggery on the way, as in Newquay.

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop
Maybe the person running the Flamingo Ballroom in Redruth was happy to advertise for 
Wrestling Promotions and was prepared to try any or all of them willing to travel that far.

Hack
An interesting article about the Flamingo. Doesn't appear to be any connection between 
ownership and wrestling

https://www.falmouthpacket.co.uk/news/24160535.bid-mark-cornwalls-lost-music-
venue-flamingo-ballroom/

Re Newquay 18th December. Johnny Howes was an independent promoter from 
Manchester. He trained and promoted female wrestlers.  Mitzi Mueller was one of his 
proteges. In 1964 The People included an article about Mitzi. Johnny Howes and his 
promotion. Billy Howes then advertised that he was in no way connected with Johnny 
Howes.

Anglo Italian
I must say I am intrigued, Hack.  Where precisely would Billy Howes have published such 
an advertisement?

Hack
In The Sunday People who had published the original article.

Anglo Italian
Can you share the text?

Hack
Good grief, this boy is so demanding. Such a doubting Thomas. I can, but not for a few 
days. Give me a reminder if I've not replied by Friday.

Anglo Italian
Who says anything about doubting?  I believe even you.

It's just that I think the item would be interesting to read for Members, as it doesn't fall into 
any category.

RON HISTORYO....Time Cop
Kendo Nagasaki has been doing daily Fireside Chats on YouTube,  and stated that his 
trips to Redruth were for Jack Atherton who provided a six seater motor caravan for the 
trips to save on expenses. The more I have heard him talk about his first few months, I get 
the impression that he was far more under the wing of Atherton than Wryton for that time.

It has also got me wondering that Billy Robinson may have only wrestled as Bill Kenton for 
Jack Atherton.

https://www.falmouthpacket.co.uk/news/24160535.bid-mark-cornwalls-lost-music-venue-flamingo-ballroom/
https://www.falmouthpacket.co.uk/news/24160535.bid-mark-cornwalls-lost-music-venue-flamingo-ballroom/


By no means sure of this, but thought I would float the theory.

Bkendo
Yeah Ron your right but Billy wrestled as Kenton for Peyton initially, he was billed from 
Shudehill then a Wryton office. IV heard the Truro story several times each differing and 
from different stance,

Hack
Sorry, Anglo Italian, you asked for this but it slipped me by

Continue the discussion
https://wrestlingheritage.forumotion.com/t63-nooks-and-

crannies-newquay?highlight=newquay
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